14	HYMNS OF THE ALVARS
ingenuity to avoid complications. Again, he was impetuously
on his way to Ceylon to rescue the captive Sita, and had
already plunged into the sea to swim the Straits, when
Rama appeared in person with Sita to assure him that his
help was no longer needed. Other stories are told of
his devotion; but at last he abdicated and was then able to
gratify to the full his desire to visit the sacred shrine of
Irirangam, and from there to pay visits to other temples.
His experiences are embodied in the Perumdl Tirumoli}
containing 103 stanzas.
periyalvar, also known as Vishnu-chittar, was born of
Brahmin parents at Srivilliputtur. He was a man of natural
piety and devoted himself to the supplying of flowers daily
to Krishna in the form of the Sleeper on the Banyan Leaf,
in the Srivilliputtur temple. In a vision he was instructed
to go to the court of the Pandya king, Vallabha Deva, at
Madura, and there in a council of sages, summoned by the
king to expound the Vedanta, he earned the title of' Pattar-
piran'—the Brahman chief. On his return he experienced
so strong an emotion of love for Vishnu, and so vivid a
realisation of him, that he broke into the song of praise
known as the Tiruppallandu^ in which he summons
others to join him. He returned to his service at Srivilli-
puttur, and there composed his Tirnmoli, on the exploits of
Krishna, to whose imitation he devoted himself till the end
of his days. He may be placed about the middle of the
ninth century,
a!?da£ is of peculiar interest as the one woman poet
.among the Alvars. She was the reputed daughter of
Periyalvar, who, however, had found her in his flower garden
while he was digging, and brought her up as his own child.
One day in his absence she was playing with the flowers he
had set aside for Krishna, and decked herself with them. He
rebuked her severely, and was grieved that on that day he
was unable to present his usual offering to the god. In a
vision, however, he was told that the god preferred the
flowers that An<3al had worn; and henceforth she always
wore them before they were presented to the deity. She
became inflamed with passion for Krishna, and pictured her-
self as one of the gopi^ seeking for union with him by every

